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R eserv e  T ick ets  N o w  fo r  'N u tcra ck er ' B a lle t
The Western Oklahoma Ballet 
Theatre will be presenting its an- 
nual perfo rm  ance of the  
Christmas Ballet. "The Nut­
cracker.” The ballet is based on 
E.T.A. Hoffman’s fairy tale and is 
set to music created by Peter I. 
Tschaikovsky. The story is based 
on a little girl's dream that her 
Nutcracker Christmas present 
comes to life as a handsome 
prince, saves her from the terrible 
King Rat and takes her to the 
Land of the Sugar Plum Fairy.
Guest artists who will be per­
forming the lead rolls as the Nut­
cracker Prince and the Sugar 
Plum Fairy are Jory Hancock and 
Melissa Lowe. Both dancers are 
currently professors of dance at 
the University of Arizona at 
Tuscon. Hancock trained at
H arkness, American Ballet 
Theatre School and has danced as 
a principle dancer for the Pacific 
Northwest Ballet, and with the 
Houston Ballet and the Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre. Lowe trained with 
the School of American Ballet and 
the American Ballet Theatre. She 
has danced with the Houston 
Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet 
and the Pittsburg Ballet. Both ar­
tists have performed in such 
ballet classics as "Coppclia", 
"Swan Lake” and "Sleeping 
Beauty."
The cast of the "The Nut­
cracker" will include 68 dancers, 
ranging from 7 to 21 years of age. 
The cast members include the 
dancers from the W estern 
Oklahoma Ballet Theatre and 
dancers from the W estern
Oklahoma cities of Arapaho. 
Bessie, Burns Flat. Cordell. Clin­
ton, Custer, Dill City, Elk City, 
Foss and Weatherford.
The performances will be 
Saturday. Dec. 12th at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday. Dec. 13th at 3 p.m. 
Tickets will be by reserved 
seating this year and will cost $6 
for Orchestra seats, $4 for Mez­
zanine Scats and $2 for children 
under 12. Tickets may be reserved 
by calling toll-free 1-583-8930 or 
may be obtained through the 
W eath erfo rd  and C lin ton  
Chambers of Commerce and 
through the Weatherford and 
Clinton Western Oklahoma Ballet 
Academy studios.
For further information, contact 
Candace Smalley at 323-5954 or at 
772-0634.
N o  C h a n g e  In  L iq u o r  L a w
B y  J e r r y  H a y e s
There has been quite a bit of 
confusion lately concerning what 
many have considered a new li­
quor law. People under 21 are not 
sure if they will be allowed in 
places such as Zaks or Cowboys 
when previously they were. Well, 
to set things straight, the law 
hasn’t changed a bit, but the en­
forcement has.
Stephen Coit. District Attorney 
for Custer County, has said the 
law states that if the main pur­
pose of a business is the sale of 
alcohol, then minors, people 
under 21. are not admitted.
In trying to define what would 
be meant as ‘main purpose,’ Coit 
has brought a 50 percent rule. “ A 
pizza place that also serves beer is 
open mainly for the sale of food,” 
Coit stated. He explained that the 
receipts for food would greatly 
outnumber beer.
“ A place would have to prove 
that it's main purpose is enter­
tainment.” Coit said that his 
would mean that their cover 
charges would have to be greater 
than beer receipts.
“ If there is a cover charge and 
beer is sold for a dollar a can or 
sold by the pitcher, then the 
receipts are counted separately. 
But if they charge $5 at the door 
and advertise ‘all the beer you can 
drink,’ then they are selling 
alcohol and that’s how the money 
receipts would be counted,” Coit 
said.
He also stated that if the cover 
charge doesn’t justify the enter­
tainment then beer was the pur­
pose of people being there. This 
would mean that more money 
would be made in alcohol sales 
and minors should not be admit­
ted.
Coit said that the 50 percent 
ruling was his idea. He explained 
that there was too much confusion 
in enforcing the law and 
something had to be done to try
and sort things out. “ The 50 per­
cent rule is how I decide what a 
businesses main purpose is and 
will give me something to stand 
on in court.” This meant that his 
legal ground was stronger 
because there would be a 
guideline to follow. He added that 
many disagree with his idea, but 
for now this is the best he has to 
go on.
Coit said that the old segraga- 
tion methods were “ too hard to 
control.” Coit added that “ if you 
went into these places you have 
your hand stamped. This sup­
posedly is to keep minors from 
consuming beer.” Coit said that 
this method simply doesn’t work. 
“ Just about everyone is drinking, 
so something else has to be 
done.”
Coit concluded that a few ar­
rests may have to be made to test 
his 50 percent idea, but the 
stronger enforcement will stand.
A dopt-A -G randparent E nds E lderly L oneliness
If you’ve ever sat in your dorm 
or apartment, bored or lonely 
because no one was around to 
visit, it probably didn’t last long. 
Someone called or came by and 
off you went. Now just imagine if 
no one came by. You would stare 
out the window and see life pass 
before you, the phone would 
never ring, and if it did it 
wouldn’t be for you. Most people 
would get the feeling that no one 
cared enough to even stop and say 
hello. If you've ever felt this way 
for just a few minutes, then you 
know how the elderly people feel 
all of the time.
Renee Scales has decided to 
make a difference. She is a nurs­
ing fresh m an  here  at 
Southwestern and has grown up 
with more grandparents than she 
knew what to do with. She first 
started her love for the elderly in 
Wewoka Okla. in her grand­
mothers nursing home. Rhea’s 
Nursing Home was one of the first 
in Wewoka and it was run at a 
time when there was no big fancy 
buildings. The home was run out 
of her grandmother’s house and 
Renee remembers running up and 
down the halls and having almost 
each and every one of the 
residents as her grandparents.
Maybe it was this that inspired 
her to s ta rt an Adopt-a - 
Grandparent program here in
Weatherford last month. “ One 
person can make a difference,” 
she stated. “ Our motto is 'help 
stamp out loneliness among the 
elderly’ and I want to get 
volunteers together to visit the 
elderly when they can.”
A recent article in another 
paper prompted a big response, 
she said. “ The number of 
volunteers went from 9 kids and 5 
adults to 16 kids and 14 adults in 
just two weeks.”
” I want to encourage the young 
to get out and adopt a grand­
parent. There's just something 
about the youth that make the 
elderly light up. I myself go up 
and down the halls of the nursing 
homes and everyone there knows 
me by name. They all tell me that 
it's so good to see me and their 
smiles show it," she laughed. "I 
don’t want to limit the volunteers 
to just the young by any means. 
The elderly just need to know that 
people care enough to make them 
smile."
The one point Scales went into 
detail about was the touching. 
"The elderly love to be touched. 
Just a hug or holding hands would 
brighten their day beyond belief. 
They sit in their rooms and no one 
comes by to visit them, and just a 
simple touch will show them that 
they’re not forgotten and people 
do care," Scales explained. "We
are working on getting clown out­
fits for the kids and painting their 
faces. We will also try to paint a 
few faces of the elderly residents 
there. I know they will love that!” 
she exclaimed.
“ When I walk down the halls. I 
hear some of the workers talk 
about some of the residents hav­
ing no family at all and how no 
one comes to see them. That just 
breaks my heart. "I know that 
some of the patients are not as 
alert as others, but they still have 
feelings and need the attention. 
Besides, who’s to say they don't 
know we are there?" she said.
There are a few cases in par­
ticular Scales talked about. Janie 
is a patient at a nursing home who 
has cerebral palsy and her control 
over herself is not as good as the 
others'. “ My daughter was 
scared of her at first and I didn't 
like that," Scales said. " I came 
back later with other kids and ex­
plained to them about Janie. I told 
them that she has feelings just 
like them and she came from nor­
mal parents like they did. Bv the 
time we were through, everyone 
had touched Janie, and Janie had 
the biggest smile on her I had 
ever seen. The kids smiled at her 
and paid her abnormalities no at­
tention and Janie loved every se­
cond of it."
Another case was Burt LeRoy
Adams. Burt is described as a 
typical grandparent, thin hair, 
loves to laugh, and was one of the 
first to be adopted. Scales 
remembers when she and her son 
Justin went to see Burt and Burt 
asked "Do you know who I am?" 
Renee asked "No, who are you?” 
Burt just replied “ I'm yall's 
grandpa!” And from that day on. 
he was.
One of the most touching 
moments with Burt was when 
Justin drew a picture of Burt and 
himself holding hands and gave it 
to Burt. Burt took the picture, 
smiled gave Justin a hug. and 
said "I hope vour real grandpa is 
as proud of you as I am." The 
tears that were beginning in 
Justin's eyes told the rest of that 
stop,'.
Scales comments "If enough 
volunteers got together, we could 
wipe out loneliness in the nursing 
homes." Even this isn't enough 
for Scales. Her next step is to go 
into the private homes of the 
elderly and visit them there. "1 
think love needs to be shown 
everywhere and the elderly need 
to know that they are not forgot­
ten."
If you would like more informa­
tion on the Adopt-a-Grandparent 
program or would like to become a 
volunteer, call or write Renee 
Scales at 774-0216 or Rt. 2 Box 16, 
Weatherford, 73096
Scales concluded by saying, 
"We go in for five minutes and 
make them smile in such a short 
time. That’s how I know that we 
do make a difference."
Southwestern Oklahoma Stale University 
The Southwestern 
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Page 2--Th e  S o u t h w e s t e r n , Dec. 9, 1987
SWOSU FRESHMAN Tamara Walker crowned Miss Oklahoma 
USA 1988
G rou p  R eview
B y  J e r r y  H a y e s
Well, the semester has come 
and gone and left me with one 
Group Reveiw to do. I've got 
some new tapes that 1 could 
review and some old ones I'd like 
to. After giving myself a 
headache trying to decide which 
one(s) to review, I decided not to 
do any.
Now you may be asking 
yourself what I will do for a col­
umn. Good Question. I’ll tell you 
the answer as soon as I figure it 
out. but until then I'll just have to 
ramble on.
Have you ever noticed how 
varied the term “ rock" is? Think 
about it. Madonna and Whitney 
Houston claim some form of rock 
while Iron Maiden, Dokken and 
Van Halen also use the same 
term. I’m sure you’ll agree that 
the music types are very 
different-drastically in some 
areas. Sure, there are different 
sub-classes, like pop. acid, hard 
and soft to name a few, but it’s 
still all rock.
And still I’m going on without a 
point. Hold on! I think I’m star­
ting to get one.
Music in itself is different to 
different people. While one song 
may mean a great deal to one per­
son, another may not like it at all. 
I’ve had quite a few people get in­
to my car and wonder what I was 
listening to. and with good 
reason.
I myself do not follow the 
“ trendy" music. By “ trendy,” I 
mean the “ safe” rock. You know 
the kind: You go to a party and 
hear it because it pleases the 
crowd. Huey Lewis and the News 
(very few of his songs do I like). 
Madonna (I hate it when people 
target their music to certain 
areas) and Whitney Houston 
(she’s the best of the three, most 
talented, and the one I have the 
most respect for), are all groups 
that seem to be in it for the 
money. Good reason, but not 
necessarily good music. Don’t get 
me wrong. I like some of this 
music, but none of these are real­
ly done from the heart.
In one of the letters I got this 
semester about my column, I was 
accused of not being able to judge 
this music because I don’t like it. 
Well, this person was right. I 
don’t like it. but I will be fair with 
it and try to judge it on the basis 
of why it was written, not because 
it will surely please the masses. If 
all I reviewed were groups I liked, 
then I wouldn't be serving much 
of a purpose, would I?
Now for an example of music I 
appreciate and why I do. Tesla, 
“ Mechanical Resonance." This 
album is full of work that means 
something to the group. They 
took their time to produce music 
that had a meaning to them. The 
attitude here is somewhat like 
“ this is how I feel. Maybe it 
means something to you. I wrote 
this song for me and I hope you 
can get something out of it too.” 
Well, I got quite a bit out of 
“ Mechanical Resonance.” 1 can 
listen to one song in particular, 
‘Changes,’ and see my life in 
there also.
It’s so easy to write about
young love or wild rebellion that 
groups come and go with these 
songs. I guess that's my point- 
thesc groups go. Bcastic Boys 
"Figbt For Your Right to Party." 
makes me ask. "who's taking the 
right away from you?" The 
answer, no one. The younger 
generation, to whom this song is 
aimed, simply needs to rebel 
against something, anything. 
These groups aren't dumb. These 
songs make money, but they 
don't really say anything.
Now down to my final point. If a 
group takes the time to put out a 
good song that means something 
and maybe draws a few tears from 
the writers eves during it’s con­
ception, then he’s got something. 
No matter the form of the music, 
country, rock (pop or hard) or 
even ’new wave,' then the song 
will be good. I guess I'm for the 
person who has something to say 
more than the one who's in it for 
the money.
Profanity is the use of strong 
words by weak people.
T h o u g h ts
B y  H e a th e r  M a g e e
Well folks, it’s Christmas time 
once again, and already I’m 
beginning to notice a great many 
changes taking place in order to 
promote that special feeling of 
holiday cheer.
Many of the houses that 
previously existed as mere struc­
tures have suddenly been 
transformed into magnificent pic­
tures of beauty, bathed in spec­
tacular outbursts of light. It is tru­
ly a breathtaking sight and in the 
event that an individual forgets all 
of this wonderous beauty, the 
local electric company always 
remembers to send their special 
“ Christmas bill" to serve as a 
reminder.
I have also noticed a significant 
change in musical selections due 
to the arrival of this joyful season. 
Instead of hearing songs about 
people smoking in restrooms and 
people shaking each other all 
night long. I'm beginning to hear 
songs about chestnuts roasting on
open fires and people coming 
home for the holidays. It’s amaz­
ing to me that a simple season of 
the year can bring about such an 
agreement on musical preference. 
One is sure to find people in many 
heated debates over this subject 
at any other time during the year.
This list of changes that take 
place for the Christmas season 
could probably go on forever, but 
I think that the most important 
change that occurs is the one that 
takes place inside of the hearts of 
people. Almost every individual 
who participates in the celebra­
tion of Christmas experiences the 
effects of that wonderful holiday 
magic in one way or another. Pet­
ty differences are put aside and 
love’s beauty seems to outshine 
many of life’s difficulties. It’s 
amazing that one little season can 
have such a tremendous impact 
on the lives of so many people, 
but that’s what Christmas is all 
about, isn’t it?
Merry Christmas to all of you!!
Letters.  .  .  Letters.  .  .  
To the Editor:
I am very concerned with the 
recent problems my fellow 
students and I have been having 
regarding financial aid and 
penalties given for conditions 
beyond our control.
Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grants 
(OTAG) and PELL Grants are not 
distributed until the semester is 
well under way. I am well aware 
that this is not the University's 
fault, but neither is it the 
student’s. The fees are demanded 
of us anyway, however. This 
seems very ironic to me, due to 
the fact that if we had the money 
to pay our bill, and get reimburs­
ed by our financial aid, we would
not need financial aid in the first 
place!
Along the same lines, when a 
payment is late, and the student is 
to blame, a late fee is charged. 
The concept of a late fee is easily 
understood and accepted. My 
question is, why so much? The fee 
is $25! To a student who is ob­
viously having a hard time finan­
cially, this is a lot of money. I 
would propose $10 or at most, 
$15. To my knowledge, it does not 
cost the school any extra because 
a payment is late. Please correct 




Bits & Pieces.  .  .  Bits and Pieces.  .  . 
The School of Nursing has “ ap­
plication packets for the profes­
sional sequence of Fall '88. You 
can pick them up in the division of
nursing office.
* * * * *
Deadline for Teacher Certifica­
tion Tests for Feb. 19-20, 1988 is 
Jan. 6. 1988. Applications will not 
be accepted after Jan. 6. You can 
apply in the School of Education. 
*****
Society of Manufacturing 
Engineers and Technology 
Education Collegiate Association
(SME/TECA) will have their an­
nual Christmas banquet Dec. 11 
at 7 p.m. It will be held in the 
Mark Restaurant banquet room. 
*****
The Sigma Kappa sorority held 
a finals feast and spirt party Dec. 
1. All of the members and pledges 
met at the sorority house, ate sup­
per and then held their spirit par­
ty. They also attended the 
Panhellenic Christmas party on 
Dec. 2 along with the other 
sororities on campus.
*****
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S W O S U  J a z z  E n s e m b le  'A ' O n  T o u r  R e c e n t ly
MEMBERS OF THE Southwestern Oklahoma State University Jazz Ensemble "A” band at Weatherford 
are (saxophones from left): Chris Ranallo, Hartshorne; Jerry Everett, Moore; Kelly Smith, Buena Vista CO; 
Todd Ayers, Buena Vista CO; and Amy Wullschleger, Moore. Trombones from left—Lori Elder, Leoti KS; 
Mike Worthy, Prague; David Jobes, Cleveland; and Jeff Hastings, Moore. Trumpets from left—Brent Evans, 
Blackwell; Scott Hillock, Elk City; Kendale Benton, Ponca City; Justin Adams, Moore; and Charles Jones, 
Ardmore. Rhythm from left-Marshal Miller, piano, Security CO; Robert Anderson, bass, Cordell; Aaron 
Rathbun, drums, Leoti KS; and Jeff Hass, drums, Sapulpa. At far right is Dr. Terry Segress, director of the 
band.
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University Jazz Ensemble “ A" 
Band performed at several area 
concerts on Thursday and Friday. 
November 18-19.
The band, under the direction 
of Dr. Terry Segress, started their 
tour on Thursday, November 19, 
at an 8:20 a.m. concert for Elk Ci­
ty music students. Then at 10:45
a.m., the band performed for 
students of the Mungum Public 
Schools. At 1:45 p.m,, a concert 
was held for Tipton Public 
Schools.
On Friday, Nov. 20. the day 
started with an 8:45 a.m. concert 
at El Reno. Then at 10:30 a.m.. 
the group played for Okarehe 
Public Schools. At 1:15 p.m., the 
band conducted a clinic for the 
Kingfisher High School stage 
band. At 2:15 p.m., the jazz band 
put on a concert for Kingfisher 
High School.
Segress has led the jazz band 
since 1970. His ensemble has per­
formed at many high school and 
jazz festival concerts with 
outstanding jazz musicians such 
as Clark Terry , Marian
MeParlland. Urbie Breen, Rich 
Mattcson, Phil Wilson. Lou 
Marini. Bill Watrous, Jack 
Petersen, Dean Hacrle, Steve 
Houghton, Dianne Reeves, and 
Pete Christlieb.
The jazz ensemble at the 
Weatherford university was 
organized by Dr. Richard Coy in 
the early 1950‘s. The group, 
which was called the Collegians, 
was a favorite group on the 
Southwestern campus during this 
time and played for many dances 
and concerts.
Segress is now head of the 
group. He holds a bachelor of 
music degree from Oklahoma City 
University and a master of music 
and Ph.D. from North Texas State 
University. He is a past president
of the Oklahoma Bandmasters 
Association, the Oklahoma unit of 
the National Association of Jazz 
Educators and the Weatherford 
Kiwanis Club.
The program for the tour was 
selected from the following: 
‘‘Boogie Express" bv Sammy 
Nestieo; "Embraceable You" ar­
ranged by Dave Barduhn; “ Hey 
Man!" by Jack Petersen: *' How 
High The Moon" arranged by 
Sammy Nestieo; “ Is There 
Anything Still There?" by Ray 
Brown; "Licks A Tricks" by Les 
Hooper: “ Log Rhythm" by Les 
Hooper: "Los Hermanos Dc Bop" 
by Mark Taylor; "Sweet Georgia 
Upside Down" by Phil Kelly; and 
"Tribute" by Bob Mintzer.
B a n d  I n  S t .  L o u i s
B y  H e a th e r  M a g e e
The SWOSU Bulldog Marching 
Band, under direction of Dr. 
Richard O'Briant. performed at 
the halftime of the St. Louis Car­
dinals/Los Angeles Rams football 
game in St. Louis. Missouri on 
Sunday. Nov. 15th.
The 150 piece organization, 
known as "The Pride of the Great 
Southwest." also presented a 
marching exhibition at a high 
school in the St. Louis area.
According to O'Briant. invita­
tions to perform at professional 
games are issued only after a 
selection committee previews
video tapes and looks at the 
organization's past records of ac­
complishments.
Besides marching, the band 
also had the opportunity to par- 
ticiaptc in a variety of cultural ac­
tivities. including trips to the 
Gateway Arch, and the Museum of 
Westward Expansion.
The band has developed a 
reputation, as being one of the 
finest small university bands in 
the nation and has given previous 
performances in Dallas. Denver, 
Houston. Kansas City, New 
Orleans and San Diego, among 
others.
The following schedule changes were reported during the weeks 
of November 16 and November 23:
COSMC 3903 1033 Computer Science 1—DELETE
3909 1433 Basic Programming—DELETE
3919 2493 Using Micros—DELETE
MUSIC 4304 1314 Days to MTWR only, J. P. Schale 
to Instructor
4305 1314 Days to MTWR only
4311 2101 Room to M 222
4319 2501 J.W. Jurrens to K.J. Snyder
4321 2581 J.W. Jurrens to D.L. Bessinger
4327 2731 Small Inst Ensembles—DELETE
4335 2911 Interm Guitar—DELETE
4337 *3101 R.M. O’Briant to W.R. Hull
4338 *3101L R.M. O’Briant to W.R. Hull
4347 *4011 J.W. Jurrens to K.J. Snyder
4348 *4011 J.W. Jurrens to D.K. Bessinger
4350 *4021 Room to FA 102
4354 *4061 Small Instr Ens—DELETE
4358 *4081 Band—DELETE
4364 *4152 W.R. Hull to T.D. Segress
4370 *4900 J.W. Jurrens to C.W. Chapman
4371 *4901 J.W. Jurrens to C.W. Chapman
4372 *4950 J.W. Jurrens to C.W. Chapman
4373 *5971 J.W. Jurrens to C.W. Chapman
ECOFI 1812 2363 Prin of Economics II—DELETE
SCI 2109 *4463 Color Photography, Page 21, Day 
should be Tuesday, not Monday
Please report any corrections on this list as soon as possible.
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B io lo g y  S tu d e n ts  S tu d y  R e m a in s  o f  A n c ie n t B is o n
B y  H y g in u s  O n w u d iw e
That one phone call to the 
B iology d ep a rtm en t of 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University was just enough to 
trigger what a chemist will pro­
bably call a chain reaction! What 
phone call you may ask? Well, it 
was in July of 1984 in what turned 
out to be a summer month with a 
different taste. The Weatherford 
landfill workers ran into cluster of 
large bones about 18 meters 
below sea level. Curious as they 
were, especially to Mr. George 
Deffenbaugh, the telephone call 
was made. This marked the hum­
ble beginning of our journey to
the “ Dead” .
The Biology department made 
a quick preparation to respond to 
the call. What else could they do 
to take care of this rather new 
avenue? Here, The Biology 
Techniques class of Dr. Kirkland 
came into the scene — a captive 
audience at that. With full 
assistance of Dr. Henson (head of 
B iology D ep artm en t at 
Southwestern) and other instruc­
tors who excused the students 
from their other classes, the 
momentous work began. Yes, 
work indeed, the hot dusty sum­
mer was a great challenge.
The most important thing at
this time seemed to be excavation 
process. This was vital not only to 
get the bones out of the way for 
the landfill workers, but to bring 
them to a much more conducive 
work/study atmosphere. We are 
in fact very grateful to the landfill 
workers who were kind enough to 
work around the bones. The ac­
tual excavation work began under 
the dusty Oklahoma wind! Don't 
ask if it gets windy in Oklahoma, 
for it did and still does. But that is 
beside the point, the object of in­
terest was our dead “ friend” or 
what later will be identified as 
Bison - occidentalis. (Skinner and 
Kaisen Natural History 89:170,
1947).
We completed the excavation 
process being as careful as possi­
ble not to break too much of what 
were fragile bones. Ah!, what a 
biology technique or was it a 
paleontology technique instead? 
Much of the cleaning up was done 
in the College Museum here at 
Southwestern. The question at 
this moment was how to do the 
cleaning without damaging more 
of the already delicate remains. 
Let us take trip to visit with those 
with greater knowledge of the 
puzzle.
The University library proved 
very invaluable for this visit. The 
Summer was over at the end of 
July and the “ captive audience” 
too!
But alas! their interest and en­
thusiasm did not die there. Most 
of them came back in the Fall 
Semester, now for a phase of in­
dividual study and research. 
Paleontology technique now in of­
ficial sense, is not so “ captive” 
after all. In the university library, 
works of M.F. Skinner and O.C 
Kaisen proved very helpful in the 
identification process. Also 
helpful mostly for historical 
analogy, as you will see later in
this article, was the work of 
Gerald E. Schultz and Elmer P. 
Cheatum, (Journal of Paleon­
tology, v. 44, No. 5, P. 836-850 
Sept. 1970).
While the library was very 
helpful, it was by no means an 
end all. Our visit and consultation 
of Dr. Walter W. Dalquest, at 
Midwestern State University, 
Wichita Falls, Texas proved to be, 
as far as I am concerned, the 
climax of our study. In /act, I 
remember vividly him mentioning 
and recommending the work of 
Skinner and Kaisen cited above. 
He also gave us the technique of 
cleaning with shelac and glueing 
the bones together with elmer’s 
glue (a water soluble glue). A 
water soluble glue has the advan­
tage of allowing a reversible reac­
tion in case a mistake is made in 
the glueing process. He appeared 
full of energy and enthusiasm as 
he showed us his work areas and 
some preserved Bison, as well as 
other bones he works with. En­
couraged and motivated, we were 
determined to continue working 
with our then unidentified bones.
At this time expectations were 
building up as the fall semester of 
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BSU Hosts Area Volleyball Teams in Tournament
WINNING THE FIRST-PLACE TROPHY, members of the Clinton 
Razz team are (from left, kneeling) Debbie Duerksen, Gayla Stanley, 
Gerry Heenan, (standing) Steve Hinds, Robbie Bruner, Kenny Carlisle, 
James Hinds and Sandy Scroggins (not pictured).
CAMPUS VOLLEYBALL CLASS AND BSU MEMBERS captured 
the second-place trophy in the BSU Volleyball Tournament. Bomber 
team members are (from left kneeling) David Dominick, Joe Villegas, 
LaDonna Broddrick, (standing) Brenda Taylor, Randy Green and Kim 
Varnell.
THIRD-PLACE TROPHY is presented by BSU Director David Curry to the Taco Factory team from Elk 
City. Team members are (from left, first row) Harold and Jean Hutson, Donna McNeil, (second row) Rick 
McNeil, Susan Potter, Farrell and Mary Shinault.
A Clinton volleyball team called 
Razz won the grand champion 
trophy in the tournament spon­
sored by the Baptist Student 
Union of Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University at Sayre recently.
BSU Director David Curry 
stated that ten area teams entered 
the competition, and a good 
crowd of fans were on hand the 
first night to watch the action. 
Held as a fund raiser for the BSU 
summer missions program, the 
tournament netted about $350, 
Curry said.
Sponsored  by M arcy 
Distributing Co. of Clinton, Razz 
team members include Debbie 
Duerksen, Gayla Stanley, Gerry 
Heenan, Steve Hinds, Robbie 
Bruner, Kenny Carlisle, James 
Hinds and Sandy Scroggins. 
Team members also received in­
dividual trophies.
The second-place trophy was 
captured by the Bombers, a Sayre 
team composed of the college 
volleyball class and BSU 
members, David Dominick, Joe 
Villegas, LaDonna Broddrick. 
Brenda Taylor, Randy Green and 
Kim Varnell.
Third place went to a team 
sponsored by the Taco Factory of 
Elk City made up of Harold and 
Jean Hutson, Donna and Rick 
McNeil, Susan Potter and Farrell 
and Mary Shinault.
"It was a real good tourna­
m e n t,"  Curry said, " a n d  
everything went smoothly.” The 
BSU plans to host another tourna­
ment next semester.
New Item s in Bookstore
No longer is the Bookstore just 
a place to buy textbooks and 
school supplies. The Sayre cam­
pus store is now stocking a wide 
and varied selection of merchan­
dise according to Manager Louise 
Carter.
Along with the customary 
jackets, shirts and other clothes 
featuring the college logo, these 
items are now available in the 
latest styles.
The showcases now display a 
nice selection of fashion jewelry 
and watches.
“ The big seller is 'Swatches’; 
one student has already bought 
three 'Coke' watches," Carter 
said.
The paperback book rack is 
restocked almost weekly with the 
best sellers, and a large Hallmark
card case is being set up to ac­
commodate cards for all occa­
sions.
Shoppers will find some unique 
items for gift giving along with 
Christmas candles and decora­
tions. Free gift wrapping is 
available with a purchase of S5 or 
more.
The Manager said that all 
winter merchandise and jewelry, 
except watches, will be reduced 
25% all this week. She suggested 
that students watch the ads in the 
Southwestern for specials and 
stated that these ads apply to the 
Sayre Bookstore also.
Carter extended a special in­
vitation to students to come in. 
and browse around, and see how 
much more the store has to offer.
Book Buy Back Set  for Dec.  17 -  18
Officials from the Weatherford 
Bookstore will be on Sayre cam­
pus Thursday and Friday, Dec. 
17-18, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day to buy back used books accord 
ing to Louise Carter. Sayre 
Bookstore manager.
Students should bring their
books to the lounge area in the 
Classroom Building where they 
will receive cash for those books 
in good condition and which can 
be bought back.
The Manager stated that this is 
the only time that books will be 
bought back; therefore, night
students or others who will not be 
on campus at these times should 
arrange to have someone bring 
their books in for them.
Books sales for the spring 
semester will begin the first day 
of regular enrollment, Jan. 7, 
Carter said.
C am p u s C a len d a r
Dec. 14-18 ...................................................................... Finals Week
Dec. 17-18........................................ Book Buy Back from 9-3 p.m.
Jan. 7-8 ...................................................... Enrollment for Students
Not Pre-Enrolled 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Jan. 11.................................................. 8:30 a.m., Classwork Begins
Jan. 11-18................................................................ Late Enrollment
M erry C hristm as
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Bison
HYGINUS ONWUDIWE pieces together Southwestern’s “ Bison Oc- 
cidentalis” .
(Continued from Page 4)
1984 progressed. What bones do 
we have? A “ stupid” pig or a 
more exotic find like a Dinosaur? 
No I really don’t think pigs are 
stupid but most of us at least ex­
pected a more attractive thing to 
work on or say exotic at best. Who 
could do this very important task 
of identification? Well, here we 
are open to any helpful sugges­
tion. Yes, Krueger Enterprises, 
Inc. of Cambridge, Mass, can 
help. But not without a cost. Oh! 
threat to our pocket book so to 
speak. What next?
Thanks to the University in 
general and the Biology depart­
ment in particular we were freed 
from the historic horn of dilemma. 
Wow!, they “ foot” the bill and
we were glad they did. Samples 
were sent and as you might guess 
the result did come. The verdict? 
An 11, 130+/-350 year old sam­
ple. Oops!, it was not really an 
id en tif ica tio n  p rocess bu t 
radiocarbon. By now you know 
why 1 called this study a new 
avenue to begin with, I am still 
learning. Sorry, the actual iden­
tification was made by the help of 
Dr. Walter W. Dalquest and 
others as well as several resource 
materials from the University 
library. We are definitely convinc­
ed that we are working with 
nothing other than the remains of 
a mature female Bison occiden- 
talis.
Acccording to Schultz and 
Cheatum cited earlier, this iden­
tification seems appropriate. They
mention that though there had 
been no published record of this 
species of Bison in Oklahoma, B. 
occidentalis, “ Has been reported 
from other localities in north 
Texas and adjacent parts of 
Oklahoma." So when you read 
about Bison occidentalis in a 
Scientific journal it may be safe to 
assume that the writer of this arti­
cle had the privilege of par­
ticipating and observing the true 
beginning. Do not be caught by 
surprise, it could well be in 
Weatherford, Oklahoma!
It has been three (almost) years 
since that memorable telephone 
call. Yet the journey is by no 
means over. It is not too late to 
join the fun. Of course you need to 
be prepared to put together some 
bones or call it puzzle solving if 
you wish. It is the objective of the 
Biology department that our 11, 
130 +  /-350 year old friend Bison 
occidentalis would not mind a face 
lift and deserves one. Join the 
race and discover the Bison oc­
cidentalism.
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Sports
D a ro n  H a rr is o n  in  F u ll  S w in g  fo r  S W O S U  S e a s o n
B y  h e a t h e r  M a g e e
With the SWOSU basketball 
season in full swing once again, 
junior Darren Harrison is busy 
perfecting his game and helping 
shoot the men’s team on to a 
possible championship. A 6 ’2, 
203 lb. center-forward, Harrison 
began playing basketball when he 
was in the seventh grade. He 
went on to receive the most 
valuable player (MVP) award for 
three consecutive years and, dur­
ing his last two years in high 
school, he was a member of the 
the all-star and all-American 
teams. Most recently, he was 
listed in the 1988 edition of the 
NAIA Basketball Media Guide, 
which lists the top two players in 
each district in every state.
After attending the Saluda 
Junior College in Saluda, S.C. 
(H arrison ’s hom etown), he 
transferred to Southwestern his 
sophomore year and was offered
both a football and a basketball 
scholarship. When asked why he 
chose basketball instead of foot­
ball, he replied, "I picked basket­
ball because I just like it more. 
There’s more freedom in basket­
ball."
Balancing schoolwork and 
basketball is not an easy task with 
practice every day for at least 
three hours and an average of 
three games each week. "After 
classes, it’s right into basketball
and that lasts about three hours, 
cat. and it’s bedtime. It’s the 
same routine every day." replied 
Harrison, who is a psychology 
major.
In the small amount of spare 
time available, Harrison enjoys 
playing all sports, especially 
basketball, listening to music, 
swimming, eating, dancing, go­
ing to the movies and trying to im­
prove his already spectacular 46 
inch verticle jump.
After graduation, Harrison says 
that he would love to play profes­
sional basketball if given the op­
portunity. When asked which 
team he would most like to play 
for. he said. "All of them arc- 
good.  I would play for any one of 
them, as long as I would be con­
sidered a professional."
You never get a second chance 
to make a good impression.
S W O S U  S tuden ts N am ed  A ll-C onference
B y  J e f f  B a k e r
The Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University football team had 
nine members named to the 
Oklahoma Intercollegiate Con­
ference all-conference teams. 
Four of the nine bulldogs were 
selected for the first team, with
three on the second team and two 
were named as honorable men­
tions.
The first team members were 
Kefrin Rusk, a junior offensive 
center from Huston, TX; Mark 
Baetz, senior defensive tackle 
from Perry; A.J. Johnson, junior
linebacker from Oklahoma City; 
and Sohn Seifried, freshman 
punter from Weatherford.
The second team for the OIC 
were Bill Fitch, senior offensive 
guard from Desoto, TX; Jeff 
Jackson, senior wide receiver 
from Grapevine, TX; and Chris
Norman, junior linebacker from 
Minco.
The OIC also named honorable 
mentions and they were Bret 
Cabiness, senior free safety from 
Canton; and Randy Messer, a 
jun io r defensive end from 
Amarillo, TX.
The OIC also listed the players 
of the year for 1987 in offense and 
defense. The offensive player of 
the year was quarterback Greg 
Neece from Southeastern State 
and the defensive player of the 
year was linebacker Charles Betts 
from Northeastern State.
K ris ti L o ren z  M ak es  T ran sitio n
B y  M a r y  M c C a u le y
The success of the Lady 
Bulldogs was a major factor that 
brought freshman Kristi Lorenz to 
Southwestern. Playing basketball 
and seeking an education makes 
college more challenging, says 
the 1987 All-Stater. "My days 
would seem empty without the 
afternoon basketball practices. 
There are a lot of sacrifices that go 
into the game but I love the game 
and am convinced it is all worth 
it,” remarked Lorenz.
Lorenz believes the change 
from high school to college is 
quite evident. We see the change 
from 3 on 3 to 5 on 5, and coming 
from a Class B school has both ad­
vantages and disadvantages. 
Playing for Coach Karen Edgar at 
Lomega was definitely an advan­
tage. Edgar taught the fundamen­
tals of the game which were drill­
ed thoroughly. Five on five is a lot 
more physical and faster. There 
are no av e rag e  p lay e rs . 
Everybody is good and the talent 
of the players reach far above the 
highschool level. Lorenz finds 
herself playing more outside, 
where in high school she only 
played the post position. You 
have to handle the ball more and 
always keep your head in the 
game. Adjustments are the name 
of the game and Lorenz believes 
that these adjustments are need­
ed for a successful team.
Due to the loss of some players 
early in the year, the freshmen 
have been expected to improve 
quite rapidly. The mistakes that 
freshmen make are seen, but 
Lorenz knows that it is allright to 
make a mistake. Just don’t make 
the same mistake twice.
In answer to the question if 
more unity is displayed in college, 
Lorenz stated, “ Playing against 
these girls in high school and then 
being expected to play with these 
girls in college sure makes a per­
son realize just how much they 
love the game.” Even with unity, 
which is part of our team, there is 
competition. Everyone pushes 
everyone for a starting position 
and Lorenz says there is nothing 
wrong with th a t. Every player im­
proves in that situation and you 
can always have room for im­
provement in your game.
Lorenz is proud to be part of the 
Lady ’Dawgs and she enjoys play­
ing for Coach Loftin and Coach 
Litsch. Southwestern displays a 
winning tradition. "Prestige” 
and “ honor” are familiar words 
that go along with that tradition. 
Lorenz encourages sports fans to 
come out and support the teams 
and be a part of the successful 
year. The lady ’Dawgs won the 
Queen’s classic and beat Waylon 
Baptist in the finals. Waylon Bap­
tist hasn’t been beaten by a NAIA 
team on their home court in 17 
years. They have a 44 game winn­
ing streak at home. Lorenz con­
cluded that she really loves the 
game and hopes to see everyone 
at the ’Dawg House.
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B re t C ab b in ess  reca lls  m em o rab le  B u lld o g  m o m en ts
B y  T r a c i  W il l ia m s
“ It was fun!” . Bret Cabbiness 
replied when asked about his 
years at Southwestern. Cab­
biness. a senior from Canton, has 
played football for Southwestern 
all four years and started the last 
two. Cabbiness recalls his most 
memorable game, last year
against Howard Payne, “ It was 
the first time I actually started as 
free safety, and we won in a 
come-back by the defense !" 
When asked what professional 
football player Cabbiness would 
compare himself to, he replied, 
“ Gary Fensick; he’s not very 
good, but he plays every week."
Cabbiness is a civil engineering 
major and will transfer to the 
University of Oklahoma in 
January where he plans to finish 
in two years. "1 really didn’t 
decide what I wanted to do until 
my second year of college, but 
now that I’m decided, I’m really 
excited about going to OU." Cab­
biness and football seem to go 
hand in hand. Cabbiness has two 
cousins that play for OU, Carl and 
Chris Cabbiness. Carl, a junior, 
starts as wide receiver for OU, 
and Chris, a freshman, also plays 
wide receiver. “ We always got 
along really well when we got to 
see each other; we’re pretty 
close,” Cabbiness mentioned. 
Bret, Carl, and Chris’s dads are 
bothers and they also played col­
lege athletics. When asked if he 
regretted that Carl played for a 
major college while he played for 
Southwestern, Cabbiness replied.
“ It was always my dream to play 
college football, and I enjoyed 
playing in front of my hometown 
fans. I really never was major col­
lege material or had the size and 
speed Carl has. He's a good 
athlete. He’ll probably play pro 
football, I hope so."
As Cabbiness sat back and 
reflected on his last four years 
playing football at Southwestern, 
he replied, “ I really will miss it. A 
part of my life is suddenly cut off 
— quit. The sun comes up every 
morning, it’s just that some days 
are grayer than others!”
S p o r t s  T a l k
B y  D u k e  S im m o n s
Well sports fans, Jeff is taking 
a break and letting me do the col­
umn. Since it is close to the 
Christmas season, I’m going to 
talk about Christmas sports. I 
know, you’re saying, “ what 
Christmas sports?” Well, a lot of 
the activities that you readers par­
ticipate in could be considered 
sports.
First, there is the Christmas 
tree decorating. This sport re­
quires good eye to hand coordina­
tion and speed. Points are lost for 
every ornament that falls and the 
winner is the participant who puts
the star on the top of the tree first. 
Second, is the dreaded gift pur­
chasing. This event requires 
strength and endurance to fight 
off the bargain happy Christmas 
shoppers. The way this event is 
started is for the official yell, “ At­
tention, K-mart Shoppers!”
Then there is the kissing- 
under-the-mistletoe contest. The 
object of this event is to get kissed 
while standing underneath a 
weed. This particular sport may 
be less popular with the fear of 
AIDS. Well sports fans, that 
about raps up my review of the 
Christmas sports. Have a merry 
Christmas!
B a s k e t b a l l  T o u r n e y
December 10-12 is the date set for 
the Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University high school invitational 
basketball tournament for boys 
and girls which will be held here 
on the Weatherford campus.
Teams in this years tourney 
are: Hammon, Washita Heights,
Reydon, Corn Bible Academy, 
Canton, Buffalo, Sweetwater, and 
Weatherford junior varsity.
Each team must play three 
games for the tourney. The games 
will begin at 12:00 Thursday and 
will come to a finish Saturday at 9 
p.m.
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Southw estern  E nglish  P rofessor W eighs A dvertising's E ffects
B y  S a m  la c k e y
When I see a Wal-Mart ad that 
shows me a product, gives me a 
model number so I know exactly 
what I am looking at, and quotes a 
low everyday price, I am helped 
toward a rational decision-making 
process and a wise use of my all- 
to-finite resources. Ads can be 
very informative.
Much contemporary advertis­
ing does inform customers of new 
or changed products. Effective 
advertising boosts short-term 
sales and gives many new 
customers first-hand experience 
with products and the businesses 
that offer them. Advertising cam­
paigns often offer promotions or 
coupons that benefit large 
numbers of customers, and some 
campaigns offer assistance to 
worthy causes. Advertising pro­
vides the essential revenues for 
the commercial communication 
media (T.V., radio, and print jour­
nalism), which in turn provides 
the public with valuable services. 
Advertising is a twenty billion 
dollar business annually and pro­
vides creative opportunities and 
good personal incomes for 
thousands of talented people.
Advertising also succeeds in re­
defining luxuries as necessities in 
such g rea t num bers th a t 
thousands of jobs are maintained 
in the production of these luxuries 
— regardless of whether the con­
sumer, our finite resources, and 
the social and physical environ­
ment can afford these luxuries or 
not. We, as a people, have been 
rather effectively retrained from 
being the fabled "ants” into 
becoming “ grasshoppers” —with 
little if any savings to burn as the 
economic temperature drops.
But as the saying goes. Caveat 
em ptor. ‘‘Let the  B uyer, 
beware!” In a democratic society 
and a basically free economy, it 
would be inappropriate to deny 
individual citizens the opportunity 
to be wasteful or even foolish. 
One cannot legislate good sense. 
But it is vital that we educate 
ourselves into good sense when 
dealing with the most powerful 
propaganda machine in human 
history—American advertising.
Good sense basically consists of 
rational decision-making based on 
reliable information. Experience 
has taught us that the mind has 
many vital messengers—the five 
senses, intuition, and memory 
(which hopefully includes ade­
quate training in logic and the 
rules of evidence). Emotion is a 
vital factor in understanding the 
importance of certain kinds of 
evidence and in motivating us to 
action once a decision is made. By 
contrast, catastrophic mistakes 
have been made when emotions 
have been allowed to shape the 
gathering of evidence or drive the 
decision-maker to premature ac­
tion. Disasters ranging from the 
Salem witch trials to unwanted 
pregnancies and mankind’s in­
numerable wars are but the tips of 
the iceburg. The process of ra­
tional decision-making requires 
that the consumer/investigator 
keep his or her eye on the ball and 
not become the victim of decep­
tion. The advertisers, however, 
have several powerful "shell 
games" designed to take the con­
sumer’s eye off the product and 
its performance and to get him to 
focus on the emotionally charged 
se tt in g , the  ey eca tch in g  
sp o k esp e rso n s , and the 
memorable music presented by 
the ad-makers. In advertising 
terms, this is the basic "transfer 
technique.” The goal is to get the 
consumer to skip over the gather­
ing and evaluation of evidence as 
well as the vital process of making 
his or her own decision. The 
advertiser, relying on the transfer 
technique, would have us mistake
the emotion triggered by the ad 
for our personal “ gut” reac­
tion—which typically signals that 
we have finished making up our 
minds and are ready to buy. 
Doesn't this ring a bell, Dr. 
Pavlov?
The transfer technique is an at­
tempt to get the consumer to ac­
cept a good feeling about a pro­
duct or a company when what he 
needs is good information. Basing 
decisions on manipulated feelings 
is a fraud so ancient it has names 
invented by Aristotle. When 
primary attention is focused on 
the spokesperson rather than the 
product or issue at hand, the 
diversion is called the ad 
hominem  argument—meaning 
“ to the man.” Modern adver­
tisers have created several effec­
tive variations such as the “ad 
hunk,” the “ad fox,” and the “ad 
jock” arguments—a real boon to 
attractive male and female models 
and retired athletes. And let’s not 
forget the “ad nerd” maneuver. 
Laughing at nerds and jerks gives 
some people the desired “ buzz.” 
Shifting the consumer’s atten­
tion from the lack of relevant in­
formation to a comic version of a
competitor is a common trick in 
the “ burger wars.” Aristotle had 
a name for the trick used by the 
advertiser when he falsifies the 
process of making rational com­
parisons by presenting his client’s 
product and some goofy alter­
native (with more reasonable 
alternatives clearly available). 
Aristotle called that technique 
“ creating a straw man” —which 
can, of course, be defeated much 
more easily than the real competi­
tion. How many “ straw burgers” 
and “ straw pizzas" have you seen 
on the tube lately? And in the 
political arena, how many straw 
versions of an opponent's posi­
tions have you seen bright-eyed 
politicians set before us—and 
then knock over with gusto? 
Aristotle was also aware of the 
maneuver in which an advertiser 
falsifies a comparison by implying 
that the consumer is faced with a 
choice limited to one of two 
possibilities: his client's product 
and one other alternative (when 
more are in fact available). Aristo­
tle called this deception the 
“ either/or fallacy” or the “ false 
dilemma.” Aristotle warned us 
always to test such situations with
the  q u es tio n  T ertium  
quid? '—meaning "Isn’t there a 
third possibility?"
Of course, there is more to get­
ting one’s money’s worth than 
“ avoiding the Noid,” When we 
find ourselves getting interested 
in a product, it makes sense to 
stop and see what such a product 
would realistically do for us—and 
what it would “ cost” us in the 
broad sense—including not only 
money but the expenditure of 
other finite resources such as 
time, energy, health, and the 
resources we would need for other 
things.
As to the fundamental logic of 
the transfer technique itself, 
Aristotle would say it “ begs the 
question.” This is the trick of in­
cluding something yet to be prov­
ed in the basic questions or asser­
tions about a subject. The positive 
emotional response to a product 
occurs logically at the end of the 
decision-making process when we 
experience the joy connected with 
a successful test of the product we 
have chosen. The ad which pro­
claims “ Feel great about buying 
this wonderful/powerful/sexy 
product” is begging the question
whether the product would be in 
fact "wonderful/powerful/sexy” 
in the life of the individual view­
ing the ad. The transfer technique 
pu ts the cart before the 
horse—assuming, of course, that 
the cart is real.
It is also wise to recognize that 
ads do affect our feelings and play 
on our values. To neutralize this 
ultimate invasion o f privacy, one 
needs to stop and see an ad for 
what it really is: not a slice of life 
and certainly not an innocent 
entertainment, but instead a 
group of actors saying lines for 
the cameras. And behind those 
cam eras are special-effects 
technicians willing and able to 
make the deception look as real, 
as funny, as inspiring, or as 
seductive as it takes to get the 
consumer to “ go with” this newly 
injected “ gut response.” So the 
w atch -w ords are “ buyer ,  
beware.” And we should realize 
that we are being sold feelings, 
reactions, and values—as well as 
products.
Over the entrance to Madison 
Avenue, the Athens of American 
advertising, I see the deeply etch- 
(Continued on Page 10)
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Advertising
ed words, "They are most free 
who buy spontaneously!”
As our personal and even our 
national resources Become more 
and more limited, it is clear that 
we need to become better and 
better decision-makers. To do 
this, we must d e m a n d  the infor­
mation we need, measure the 
results of our actions more 
carefully, and systematically 
neutralize the emotional hooks 
that bring out the “ grasshopper” 
in us. Such unforgiving forces as 
finite resources, powerful foreign 
competition, and AIDS make 
mistakes in these days far too 
costly. Sound decision-making is 
a lot like CPR; it restores a per­
son's life-support system. And 
what better career training can a 
young person practice daily than 
to invest his or her money, time, 
energy, intellect, and trust with 
care and understanding?
resources rationally. We get more 
for our money immediately, and 
businesses that focus on cost and 
quality will then grow—increas­
ing their ability to buy in larger 
amounts and sell for even less 
(especially if their advertising is 
held to the task of informing us 
rather than manipulating our 
hopes, fears, and fantasies). So 
we end where we began: with 
Wal-Mart as a case in point. Wal- 
M art’s overwhelming success 
strikes another hopeful note. 
Americans became effectively ra­
tional in their car purchases years 
before the American auto in­
dustry faced the fact that we 
wanted cost-effective transporta­
tion and not just dream machines. 
This time, in the case of Wal- 
Mart, an American company 
(rather than a Japanese one) is 
leading the way in meeting the 
demands of a rational shop­
per—and supporting competitive 
American manufacturers to boot. 
Advertising can  be very infor­
mative, and it is really up to us to 
keep it that wav.
When I started undergraduate 
studies at Oklahoma University, I 
took a course in logic in which I 
learned the rudiments of spotting 
reliable and unreliable evidence, 
the procedures that lead to valid 
or invalid reasoning, and the 
basics of building and testing a 
case for or against a claim. I then 
practiced these skills and pro­
cedures in other philosophy 
courses, history courses, English 
courses and courses in the 
sciences. And what difference did 
this basic training in critical think­
ing make? In a word, logic gave 
me ways of relatin g  and 
evaluating the information and 
ideas presented by the texts, 
teachers, and my fellow students.
Prior to this training, I typically 
believed only sources I trusted 
and information confirmed by my 
own experience. But this method 
was like navigating on the open 
sea by staying in sight of the land. 
Logic and the scientific method let 
me chart courses beyond my pre­
sent horizons and still handle the 
winds and currents along the 
way—which is not a bad defini­
tion of "higher education.” 
Equally as important as my 
academic experience with rational 
decision-making was my daily 
practice while earning and spen­
ding the money needed for my 
room, board, and expenses. 
Later, when I was a trainee with 
Dun and Bradstreet, these same 
logical procedures formed the 
core of their central lesson for 
business analysts—the need to 
search out the whole picture: for 
strength is not just a matter of
counting assets but of consistent­
ly w eighing a ssets  against 
liabilities, benefits against costs 
and risks, abilities against limita­
tions. Looking at only half the pic­
ture leads to what Aristotle 
understandably called “ half- 
truths.”
When I talk and work with 
young people today, sadly, far too 
many of them have had no 
systematic training in sorting out 
reliable evidence or in drawing 
and testing conclusions. Further­
more, most of those who are 
drawing on family resources for 
school and living expenses have 
not been informed of the amount 
of assets and liabilities that make 
up the family budget. And it is 
simply not fair to expect good 
judgment with poor information.
I come from a generation that 
was told little if anything about 
many vital areas of life—areas 
that were taboo in those days. 
Now that sex, death, suicide, and 
drugs are out of the closet, isn’t it 
high time for families to take the 
family budget out of the closet 
and help their children and young 
people understand this budget 
and become skillful in putting 
their resources to fair and effec­
tive use? The family and the 
school should help us with these 
vital beginnings. Dealing with 
this deficit will make all our stock 
go up.
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